256                            MEMOIRS OF

Those differences produced their self-denying
ordinance, and the putting by most of their old ge- ,
nerals, as Essex, Waller, Manchester, and the like;
and sir Thomas Fairfax, a terrible man in the field,
though the mildest man out of it, was voted to have
the command of all their forces, and Lambert to
take the command of sir Thomas Fairfax's troops in
the north, old Skippon being major-general.

This winter was spent, on the enemy's side, in
modelling, as they called it, their army; and on our
side, in recruiting ours, and some petty excursions.
Amongst the many addresses, I observed one from
Sussex or Surrey, complaining of the rudeness of
their soldiers, and particularly of the ravishing of
women, and the murdering of men; from which I
only observed, that there were disorders among
them, as well as among us, only with this difference,
that they, for reasons I mentioned before, were un-
der circumstances to prevent it better than the
king. But I must do the king's memory that jus-
tice, that he used all possible methods, by punish-
ment of soldiers, charging, and sometimes entreat-
ing the gentlemen not to suffer such disorders and
such violences in their men; but it was to no pur-
pose for his majesty to attempt it, while his officers,
generals, and great men winked at it; for the licen-
tiousness of the soldier is supposed to be approved
by the officer, when it is not corrected.

The rudeness of the parliament soldiers began
from the divisions among their officers; for, in
many places, the soldiers grew so out of all disci-
pline, and so unstifferably rude, that they, in par-
ticular, refused to march when sir William Waller
went to Weymouth. This had turned to good ac-
count for iis, had these cursed Scots been out of
our way, but they were the staff of the party ; and
now they wore daily solicited to march southv/ard,